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Press Release

20th April 2012
MEMBERS OF THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT MEET STUDENTS AND TEACHERS AT HOLOCAUST EDUCATIONAL TRUST EVENT
On Wednesday evening, on the eve of Yom HaShoah, the annual Jewish remembrance day for the Holocaust, [insert name], from [insert name of school] in [insert area] who participated in the Holocaust Educational Trust’s  Lessons from Auschwitz project, attended a special event in the Garden Lobby of the Scottish Parliament. [Name of student] joined other students from Glasgow, Dundee, Aberdeen, Selkirk and other areas of Scotland to meet MSPs and talk to them about their experiences. 
The event was an opportunity for Members of the Scottish Parliament to learn more about the Lessons from Auschwitz Project, a four part course which gives post-16 students the chance to visit the Nazi concentration and death camp, Auschwitz-Birkenau. Students discussed their participation in the project, which is funded by the Scottish Government - and told MSPs more about what they have done since they returned to pass on the lessons they learnt. 
Other guests included individuals working in the Scottish education sector and Henry and Ingrid Wuga, both of whom came to Scotland after fleeing Nazi-occupied Europe as part of the Kindertransport. Judy Russell, daughter of the late Holocaust survivor Ernest Levy OBE, who worked tirelessly to educate others about his experiences, spoke about the importance of ensuring that future generations understand what took place during the Holocaust.
Dr Alasdair Allan MSP, Minister for Learning, Science and Scotland's Languages, who visited Auschwitz-Birkenau in November 2011 with the Holocaust Educational Trust said:

“Holocaust education is a powerful tool for helping young people develop as responsible global citizens with an understanding of their place in the world. I very much valued the opportunity last year to take part in a visit to Auschwitz with 350 Scottish school students. The Holocaust Educational Trust’s work helps raise awareness of the Holocaust and give students the opportunity to see for themselves its sobering reality, which is why I was pleased to announce renewed funding for their Lessons from Auschwitz Project earlier this year."

Karen Pollock MBE, Chief Executive of the Holocaust Educational Trust added:

“We are delighted to have such cross-party support to hear about the impact of our work in Scottish schools. On the eve of Yom HaShoah, there can be no more timely reminder to people of the horrors of the past and the need to commit ourselves to educate future generations about the Holocaust."

-END-

Notes to Editors:
For further press information please contact:
Mark Frazer on 020 7284 6969 or email mfrazer@theproffice.com 
For more information about the Holocaust Educational Trust, please visit www.het.org.uk or follow them on Twitter @holocaustuk  
Holocaust Educational Trust
The Holocaust Educational Trust (HET) was established in 1988 to educate young people from every ethnic background about the Holocaust and the important lessons to be learned for today. HET works in schools, universities and in the community to raise awareness and understanding of the Holocaust, providing teacher training, an Outreach Programme for schools, teaching aids and resource materials. Among HET’s earliest achievements was ensuring that the Holocaust formed part of the National Curriculum for History. Since 2006 the Holocaust Educational Trust has received Government funding for its flagship Lessons from Auschwitz Project, which gives two young people from every school and college in the country to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau. HET also played a crucial role in the establishment of Holocaust Memorial Day in the UK and continues to play a key role in the delivery of this national commemorative event.

HET’s activities include:
· Lessons from Auschwitz Project: The Holocaust Educational Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz Project for post-16 students and teachers is now in its fourteenth year and has taken over 16,000 students and teachers from across the UK to Auschwitz-Birkenau, as well as many MPs and other guests. The four-part course incorporates a one-day visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau. The visits, combined with Orientation and Follow-up seminars, leave an unforgettable emotional and educational mark on participants. 
The Project aims to increase knowledge and understanding of the Holocaust based on the premise that ‘hearing is not like seeing’ and to signal what can happen if prejudice and racism become acceptable. 

· In 2005 the Treasury announced funding for the Lessons from Auschwitz Project, providing £1.5 million to enable two students from every school and college in the UK to participate. Since 2008 funding has been provided by the Department for Education (formerly the Department for Children, Schools and Families) in England and by the Scottish and Welsh Governments. In January 2012, the Scottish Government renewed and increased funding for the Project, providing £230,000 to ensure that it can continue for the coming year.
· Teacher training: HET plays a leading role in training teachers on how best to teach the Holocaust and it delivers teacher training to both trainee teachers at universities and institutions of higher education and to practising teachers as part of their Continuing Professional Development.  This year the Trust has also launched its Teacher Study Visit programme. The first Teacher Study Visit in February 2011 took 25 teachers from the UK on an intensive four-day CPD course in Berlin, Germany. There, participants expanded their knowledge and understanding through visits to lesser known authentic sites and workshop sessions with international Holocaust education experts.
The Holocaust Educational Trust also runs an annual teacher training course at Yad Vashem, Jerusalem which is open to practising teachers from across the country. Now in its seventh year, the course is delivered in partnership with Yad Vashem International School for Holocaust Studies and gives participants the chance to hear lectures from the some of the world’s leading Holocaust academics. 

· The Outreach Programme is a central part of HET’s work and gives students and teachers the opportunity to hear Survivor testimony firsthand – the impact of hearing a Survivor speak is something most people never forget and is a key feature of HET’s approach to this subject. The Programme is free of charge and enables young people to hear and talk to survivors. It also allows them to take part in focused workshops designed and delivered by HET educators. 
· Think Equal has been devised specifically for schools in areas of racial tension. Working with staff in schools HET educators deliver teacher training to enable staff to devise workshops for their students focusing on the dangers of racism and discrimination and the contemporary lessons to be drawn from the Holocaust.  As part of the project, students are also given the opportunity to hear a Holocaust survivor speak.  

· Recollections: Eyewitnesses Remember the Holocaust: HET has produced a BAFTA award-winning DVD-ROM Recollections: Eyewitnesses Remember the Holocaust, in conjunction with the USC Shoah Foundation Institute. The groundbreaking interactive teaching resource integrates testimony from 18 eyewitnesses of the Holocaust, including Jewish, Roma, Sinti and Jehovah’s Witness survivors as well as political prisoners and testimony from survivors of the eugenics programme.
